
January 1 
 

What is God's Plan? 
 

Read Ephesians 1:1-10 

 

There is probably no greater question we can ask than "What is God's plan and design for us in 

this world?" Why? Because knowing the answer to this question gives us purpose and direction. 

It dictates to us our mission and helps us to form our everyday lives. The answer according to 

this passage is found in verse 10. God's plan is to "unite all things in him, things in heaven and 

things on earth."  

 

God desires peace and unity of all creation. Therefore, we must ask ourselves as Christ-

Followers and as people being reformed into God's image, "Am I playing a role in God's plan?" 

Are you helping to bring peace? Do you live a life of kindness among others? Are you sharing 

the hope of the future found only in Christ?  

 

Pray: Ask God to help you be a bearer of peace among others as you live and share God's heart 

for His creation. 

 

-Jeff Kennon 

 

January 2 
 

"chosen friends" 
 

Read John 15:15-16 

 

Do you remember your parents telling you to choose your friends wisely?  You don't get to 

choose your family, but you do get to choose your friends.  What distinguishes a "friend" from 

an acquaintance?  Are there things that you would only tell a trusted friend, but not an 

acquaintance?  How does it make you feel to know that you were CHOSEN by God, and that 

Jesus considers you a friend?  Do you know already others whose lives would be radically 

different if they knew this truth?   

 

Pray: Would you ask God to help you make friends next semester with whom you can share this 

truth? 

-Cindy McBrayer 



January 3 
 

“The Righteousness of God” 
 

Read 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 
 

Who are we because of Jesus? Paul, the author of 2 Corinthians, is telling us that our old self 

(sinful, broken, dead, and separated from God self) is gone (dead and no longer our identity). 

We have been given a new self. Our identity because of Jesus is forgiven, alive, reconciled, 

righteous, and in right standing before God. A life lived in recognition of being made new is one 

that embraces the truth of being made righteous before God and the freedom that comes from 

that. As a born again believer in Christ, God does not see a sinner under His wrath when He 

looks at you. He sees Christ and His righteousness.  

As you live life, how would knowing you are as righteous as Christ in God’s eyes impact how you 

see yourself and other people (believers and nonbelievers)? What does knowing that because 

of Christ you are righteous already mean to you and for your life? What privileges are granted 

to those who are righteous before God?  
 

Pray: Ask God to help you embrace your identity of being righteous before God with 

confidence, knowing that there is nothing for us to earn because everything has been given to 

us as believers. 
 

-Kayla Bolin 

 

January 4 
 

“Children of God” 
 

Read: 1 John 3:1-3 

 

Statistically speaking, many of us come from broken homes. Even for those of us who come 

from families where our parents are still married, a relationship with a father can be rocky or 

sometimes even nonexistent. It can be difficult to understand this aspect of our relationship 

with God. As you begin this new year, make an effort to rest in the knowledge that while your 

earthly father may have hurt you physically or emotionally, or may even have left, our Heavenly 

Father will never harm us, leave us, or forsake us. He is Emmanuel. He is with us always. 

 

Pray that God would reveal the fullness of His love to you, so that you may extend that love to 

others. 

-Ginger Weldon 



January 5 
 

Sing, or say, the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-56)  
 

Mary, the most righteous woman to ever exist, always made sure to praise God in everything 

she did. Sometimes we can feel like we are righteous and holy, but a lot of times when we feel 

this way, we're being lukewarm and in need of salvation even more than usual. God calls us to 

be confident, but a lot of times when we are confident, it's at a time we shouldn't be, whether 

it be being in sin, or just being lukewarm. 
 

Pray and ask God to continue in making you a wonderful servant, always praising God by your 

words and your works. With Mary as a role model, pray that God would make you worthy of 

the title she alone bore, "full of grace." 
 

-Ben Craddock 

 

 

January 6 
 

You Are Nothing Without Jesus 
 

Read: John 15:1-8 
 

You cannot succeed on your own without giving all you have to God, for we are on a path of 

destruction. This is not to look badly upon yourself or to say that you have no hope of success. 

This is to understand that God looked passed every failure and every wrongdoing that you have 

ever committed and chose to save you anyway.  You have chosen to rip yourself from your 

creator’s side and say “I don’t need you”, but He gives you the chance to turn back on those 

ways and run back to Him. Try to imagine how much He would have to love you to sacrifice 

everything to get you back. He made you. He loves you. He wants you. You are nothing without 

Him. You owe everything to God because He has given you everything. You are here because He 

is not done with you. Show Him that you are not done with Him either. 

Are you abiding in Jesus and producing fruit in your life? Are there things in your life that have 

yet to be totally given to Him? Think of some ways you can use the gifts God has given you to 

show Him love and to show love to others. Live your life for Christ; He gave his life for you. 
 

Pray: Praise and thank God for the unbelievable grace and mercy that He has shown you by 

sending Jesus to die for your sins on the cross though you do not deserve it. Ask God to show 

you what still needs to be given to Him and ask Him to help you to give all of yourself to Him 

and His mission. 

-Brad Davis 



January 7 

 

Loving the Law of the Lord 
 

Read: Psalms 1:1-6 

 

In Psalms one, the benefit of loving the Law of the Lord is put in clear contrast with living an 

ungodly life.  The contrast is not in physical possessions or anything worldly but in the blessings 

and love of the Lord. 

 

The Law of the Lord is simply summed up in Romans 13:8-10, not as a checklist like the 

Pharisees arguably believed, but as love, in the statement, “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.”  If you follow this commandment and the greatest commandment Matthew 22:36-

38, all the other commandments tend to fall into place. 

 

Pray: Pray that the Lord helps you find the love of His Law which is to love God, and others. 

 

-Gus Riggs 

 

 

January  8 
 

“And this hope will not lead to disappointment”  
 

Read Romans 5:1-11 

 

Throughout our lives we experience many difficult situations, from daily stressors to major 

events that cause us pain. It can be hard to rejoice in these hard times, but remember, you are 

not alone. 

  

The Lord loves you and is with you through all the good and bad in life. The Lord has everything 

you need and it is important to keep our faith in His promises. His promises give us hope, love, 

forgiveness, strength, and so much more. He will never let us down, and in this you can have 

comfort.  

 

Pray: Ask God to give you strength and hope to have endurance and be able to have peace 

even when in a storm. 

-Irinia Fernandez 

 



January 9 
 

“A Work of Art” 
 

Read: Ephesians 2:1-10 
 

Workmanship, creation, handiwork, masterpiece—these are all adjectives that are used 

throughout biblical translations to describe humans in verse 10, but I am partial to the term “a 

work of art.” A work of art, simply put, is a product that gives aesthetic pleasure. Artists take 

pride and find potential in their works of art, and we are no exception to the rule. 

This passage boasts of our dramatic transformation from death to life in Jesus and emphasizes 

the importance of God’s grace within this transformation. Salvation is a beautiful gift, and 

Christ, as the giver, finds potential in us, His creations, when we receive it; this is the potential 

that we might fully display the light and love of Jesus Christ to those around us, so that they, 

too, might come to understand and accept God’s gracious gift of salvation. 
 

How can you, as a work of art, put your God-given gifts on display within your daily life? Which 

parts of your identity in Christ do you feel like He is calling you to minister with and through? 
 

Pray: Praise God for His gracious gift of salvation and for the potential that He sees within us. 

Ask God to continually reveal His great purpose for your life, so that you might fully display all 

that He has intended for you and gain a better understanding of your God-given identity. 

 

-Adyson Hightower 

 

January 10 
 

“Sons and Daughters of God” 
 

Read: Galatians 3:26-29 
 

In our world today, it seems as though there are more issues that divide us than those that 

bring us together. However, as Christians, scripture says that we share common ground 

through Christ. All Christians are foremost and in the fullest sense, sons and daughters of God. 

The differences that previously separated us bear no weight. What does it look like to serve one 

another as fellow sons and daughters of Christ? What are we heirs to? How can you not only 

love your brothers and sisters in Christ, but also those who are not saved? 
 

Pray: Ask God to help you cling to His promise in the midst of hardships and to see others 

through the lens of their relationship to Christ 

 

-Audrey Taylor 



January 11 
 

The Benefits of Wisdom 
 

Read: Proverbs 2:1-11 
 

Solomon writes of the benefits of a person who seeks wisdom and understanding. Later 

Solomon emphasizes the protection of God for the faithful. When we seek wisdom and 

righteousness we are protected and will find joy. 
 

Are righteousness and wisdom related? Is it okay to ask questions about what we read in the 

bible?  How can you seek understanding; think more deeply about scripture, pray for 

understanding, or both?  
 

Pray to learn how to pursue understanding, learn how to pursue wisdom, and feel safe under 

the protection of God. 

-Douglas Wilson 

 

 

January 12 
 

"Refuge" 
 

Read: Psalm 46 
 

Although we may not be able to relate with the physical destructions of war that the author of 

this Psalm writes about, we can understand fear.  Whether it is the conflict with your family at 

home, uncertainty of the future, or the stress of school and work, fear is all too familiar to us.  

The author reminds us, however, that God is always present for us.   
 

The Lord provides refuge when we fear.  Peace is given when we don’t know what is in store for 

us.  We have security when the world seems to fall apart at our feet.  As He says, "be still, and 

know that I am God."  
 

What areas of your life are you consumed with fear over?  What uncertainties, concerns, or 

worries can you give over to God?  What does God have planned for you that is being blocked 

by these fears? 
 

Pray: Take a few moments to "Be Still" and recognize God for who he is and what he offers.  

Ask God for help in dropping the anxieties of life and for clarity of what he has planned for you. 

 

-Zachary D. Moore 



January 13 
 

Where can I go 
 

Read: Psalm 139 
 

For many, God seems elusive. In the Psalm 139, we see how that is not true. There is nowhere 

we can go to “flee” from God’s presence. No matter how much we sin, God is still just as close 

to us. “You hem me in behind and before, and You lay Your hand upon me”. These are 

unalienable truths about God. He is there. However, we do not always feel this way. We do not 

always understand the intimate relationship that our Creator has with us.  
 

What if we did understand that intimacy? How frequently do we contemplate God’s closeness 

to us? How would our lives be different if we were fully convinced of God’s nearness and 

intimate concern for our lives?  
 

Pray: Thank God for His closeness and love. Thank God for His seen and unseen presence in 

your life. Ask God for help in understanding His closeness. 

 

-Megan Bednarz 

 

 

 

January 14 
 

Discourage Discouragement 
 

Read: Psalm 3 

 

It is easy to become discouraged of the break, being separated from your friends and church 

family, but where ever we are God is there also. As we see in Psalms 3 God sustains us and 

protects us and this includes wherever you are at. 

 

Knowing this, how will God sustain you this break? How can God help you discourage your 

discouragement? How will God protect you over the coming break and when you return? 

 

Pray: Call out to God asking him for help to discourage your discouragement. 

 

-Tyler Moser 



January 15 

 
“gaze upon the beauty of the Lord” 
 

Read: Psalm 27:4 

 

David is said to have been a man after God’s own heart. This is a verse taken from one of his 

Psalms. Here he is writing of people who plot against him, yet something beautiful is written 

right in the middle that puts everything into perspective. God is beautiful and His glory is worth 

seeking. It should be above all else that we seek. 

 

Do you find yourself seeking the Lord throughout your day? Do you ever gaze upon His beauty? 

 

Pray: Ask the Lord to show you how to seek Him and ask that He will reveal His beauty to you 

so that you may worship in awe.   

 

-Katy Austin 

 

 

 

January 16 
 

Read Isaiah 61:1-3 

 

God, because of His love for us, has anointed us to proclaim the good news: that Jesus has 

come to redeem the world.  In this passage we see the actions that the anointed should take in 

order to fulfill their purpose. One thing to remember is that we used to be the poor, 

brokenhearted, the captives, the mourners. Now we are rich in His mercies, healed by his love, 

set free by Jesus’ atonement. We have been given a crown of beauty and a garment of praise. 

We are called oaks of righteousness, and are sent to spread the good news, so that others can 

be too. 

  

Pray for the unsaved people in your life. Those that you know need God's love and favor. Pray 

that your own redemptive story will motivate to have compassion on those around you. 

 

-Grace Tidwell 

 



January 17 
 

Fearfully and Wonderfully Made 
 

Read: Psalm 139:13-15 
 

This world can feed us a lot of lies about ourselves and our identity. And if we believe these lies, 

we can be kept from fully being free in God’s truth. In Psalm 139 we are told that the perfect 

Creator formed us with purpose being fearfully and wonderfully made.  
 

What does it mean to be “fearfully and wonderfully made”? What if you broke free of the lies 

this world tells us and instead were able to fully believe in who God created you to be? How 

would your life be lived differently? How can you stand firm in the truth not letting the lies and 

worldly identifiers have impact over you? 
 

Pray:  Ask God to help you see yourself as He created you to be, fearfully and wonderfully 

made. Ask that He will help you to break free from any lies that weigh you down and instead 

fully believe in the identity you have in Christ. 

-Shannon Northcut 
 

 

January 18 
 

“treasures in heaven” 
 

Read: Matthew 6:19-21 & 1 Peter 1:3-8   
 

Understand that your greatest strength as a Christ follower is your faith. Your faith is stronger, 

and more valuable than gold. Do not let things, places, events, or even people of this world rob 

your greatest treasure from you. Followers of Jesus, after receiving God’s grace through faith in 

Jesus, can have the hope of eternal life with Christ in heaven (see Romans 6:23). That is our 

treasure! That is our most prized possession: eternal life with God our Father, Savior, and Spirit. 

But take a heart check, is that really where your true treasure is?  
 

What areas in your life are occupying the space of this treasure we have in heaven? What steps 

can you take today to start making this hoped for eternity with Jesus your treasure? Is your first 

step simply believing in Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection?  
 

Pray: Ask God to work with you as you take inventory of your heart’s treasures. Ask for him to 

place in you contentment with your treasure being in heaven rather than in things of this earth. 

Ask him to overflow your heart with an “inexpressible and glorious joy, for…receiving the goal 

of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” 

-Amber Scarborough 



January 19 

 

“members of the household of God” 
  

Read: Ephesians 2:13-22 

 

In our day-to-day life the manner in which we operate is formed by our basic assumptions…our 

deepest trusts.  For the author of Ephesians, the most basic assumption for living a life of 

blessing is that because of Jesus we belong in the household of God.  In this family, we are most 

at home.   

 

In your day to day affairs, does it mean anything to you that you are “members of the 

household of God?”  What does the life of a person who is at home in God’s family look like?  

What privileges does this family membership come with?  What responsibilities?   

  

Pray: Ask God for help to adopt the identity of a person who is confident that they belong in 

the “household of God.” 

 

-Taylor Davies 

 

 

 


